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1. What is the research study about? 
You are invited to take part in this research study. The research study aims to help identify and develop 
key non-academic attributes (e.g., psychological characteristics including motivation, personality, and 
interpersonal skills) of preservice teachers, with the goal of improving the selection and preparation of 
prospective teachers and enhancing teachers’ professional learning. The question guiding our research 
is: To what extent are non-academic skills and characteristics of prospective teachers being fostered 
and developed through teacher education? You have been invited because you are enrolled in a 
teacher education program at UNSW or UoW.   
 

2. Who is conducting this research? 
The study is being carried out by the following researchers: 
Chief Investigator:  Dr Tracy Durksen (School of Education, UNSW) 
Co-investigators:  A/Prof Tony Loughland (School of Education, UNSW) 
    Dr Hoa Nguyen (School of Education, UNSW) 

Dr Lynn Sheridan (University of Wollongong) 
Research Personnel: Jade Rushby (UNSW; Teacher Selection Project, University of York, UK)   
 
Research Funder: This research study is being funded by an internal grant provided by the School of 
Education (UNSW). This research is part of a larger program of research that began in 2016 with 
funding from Dr Tracy Durksen’s Vice-Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at UNSW. This 
research is associated with Dr Durksen’s project funded by the NSW Department of Education and to 
Professor Klassen’s international Teacher Selection Project funded by the European Research 
Council. 
 

3. Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
Before you decide to participate in this research study, we need to ensure that it is ok for you to take 
part. The research study is looking recruit people who meet the following criteria: 

• Currently enrolled in a teacher education program at UNSW or UoW 
 

4. Do I have to take part in this research study? 
Participation in any research study is voluntary. If you do not want to take part, you do not have to. If 
you decide you want to take part in the research study, you will be asked to: 
• Read the information carefully (ask questions if necessary); 
• Complete the online questionnaires (minimum 1 – maximum 4). 
• Consider granting us permission to confidentially request your practicum results  

 
5. What does participation in this research require, and are there any risks involved? 

Participation will involve completing weekly online scenario-based learning activities (one 30-40-
minute session via survey format per week for 4 weeks). You will be provided with a secure link each 
week where you will (a) read or watch the scenarios, (b) rate the appropriateness of responses, (c) 
write a rationale for your decisions, and (d) view expert teachers’ ratings and rationale. Tailored 
feedback from experienced teachers will be provided after each scenario. This is intended to help you 
consider teaching scenarios and related beliefs before you begin your professional placements. Your 
individual results will not be shared with your instructors or the professional experience office – only 
your name to indicate that you completed the activity. Your questionnaire responses will be de-
identified by a member of our research team who is not involved in your degree program. If you also 
grant us permission to confidentially request your practicum results from university administrators, our 
research assistant will submit the request to university staff (using the student ID you enter when 
logging into the questionnaires), confidentially receive the data, and remove any remaining identifiers 
before providing the research team with the data. 
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The activity is not expected to cause any harm or discomfort, however if you experience feelings of 
distress as a result, please contact the lead researcher, Tracy Durksen: tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au 
or by phone 9065 4867. If you wish to contact someone who is not involved in your degree program, 
you can contact our research officer, Jade Rushby, by email: jade.rushby@unsw.edu.au 
 

6. What are the possible benefits to participation? 
We hope to use information we get from this research study to benefit those who are engaged in 
teacher training programs as well as those involved in designing programs that help develop and 
support prospective and new teachers. Although we cannot and do not guarantee or promise that you 
will receive any benefits from this study, our research demonstrates that our online scenario-based 
learning activities have the potential to enhance preservice teachers’ sense of self-efficacy and 
classroom readiness. You will also receive a personalised report generated from your responses and 
a certificate of completion (regardless of whether you decide to consent or not to the use of your 
responses for research purposes). Indirectly, you will be contributing valuable information that will be 
used to inform and improve the teacher education applicant selection process and professional 
learning experiences in teacher education as well as the types of questions used when hiring and 
supporting the development of practicing teachers. In addition, you will be contributing specifically to 
our understanding of the interpersonal skills, motivation, and engagement that can promote and 
enhance both teacher and student learning and development. 
 

7. What will happen to information about me? 
Submission of the online questionnaire is an indication of your consent. By clicking the ‘I agree to 
participate’ button you are providing your permission for the research team to collect and use 
information about you for the research study.  
 
The research team will store the data collected from you for this research project for: 

• A minimum of 7 years after the completion of the research 
 
The information about you will be stored in a:  

• Re-identifiable format where any identifiers such as your name, address, date of birth will be 
replaced with a unique code. 

• You will be asked to enter identifiable information (name, student ID, email address) when 
logging into the first survey. 

• Names and any identifiable information will be removed (and replaced with a number) by our 
research personnel prior to the data being shared with the lead and co-investigators. This is to 
protect the anonymity of all participants since you may be in direct influence of the CI and co-
investigators as program directors/lecturers in your program. 

• Only your name (on a list of other teacher education student names without identifiable survey 
responses) will be provided to the CI to indicate completion of at least one scenario-based 
survey (as a program requirement). This list will only be an indication of who completed the 
survey – and not whether they provided consent for their responses to be used for the purposes 
of this research. 

• This list of names provided to the CI will not have corresponding identifier numbers.  
      
8. How and when will I find out what the results of the research study are? 

The research team intend to publish and/ report the results of the research. All Information will be 
published in a way that will not identify you. You have a right to receive feedback about the overall 
results of this study. You can tell us that you wish to receive feedback by supplying your email 
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address, when prompted at the end of the activity. This feedback will be in the form of a two-page 
data summary that will be posted on [webpage location will be provided to participants]. You will 
receive notification that the data summary is available after the study is finished. In the meantime, you 
can visit the website for updates or preliminary results. It is anticipated that the results of this research 
study will be published and/or presented in a variety of forums (e.g., peer-reviewed journals, 
professional magazines/newsletters, conferences). In any publication and/or presentation, information 
will be published in a way such that you will not be individually identifiable. You have the right to 
request access to the information about you that is collected and stored by the research team. You 
also have the right to request that any information with which you disagree be corrected. You can do 
this by contacting the Chief Investigator, Dr. Tracy Durksen (tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au). 

 
9. What if I want to withdraw from the research study? 

If you do consent to the use of your responses for the purposes of the research study, you may withdraw 
at any time. If you do withdraw, you will be asked to complete and sign the ‘Withdrawal of Consent Form’ 
(which is provided at the end of this document). Alternatively, you can ring the research team and tell 
them you no longer want to participate. If you decide to leave the research study, please let us know at 
the time when you withdraw what you would like us to do with the information we have collected about 
you up to that point. If you wish, your information will be removed from our study records and will not be 
included in the study results, up to the point that we have analysed and published the results. Your 
decision not to participate or to withdraw will not affect you relationship with my instructors, professional 
experience coordinators, the researchers, UNSW, UoW, the University of York, or the NSW Department 
of Education. 
 
The information you provide is personal information for the purposes of the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW).  You have the right of access to personal information held about 
you by the University, the right to request correction and amendment of it, and the right to make a 
compliant about a breach of the Information Protection Principles as contained in the PPIP Act.  Further 
information on how the University protects personal information is available in the UNSW Privacy 
Management Plan. 
 

10. What should I do if I have further questions about my involvement in the research study? 
The person you may need to contact will depend on the nature of your query. If you require further 
information regarding this study or if you have any problems which may be related to your involvement 
in the study, you can contact the following member/s of the research team: 
Research Team Contact 

Name Dr Tracy Durksen 
Position Chief Investigator 
Telephone 2 9065 4867  
Email tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au 

 
What if I have a complaint or any concerns about the research study? 
If you have a complaint regarding any aspect of the study or the way it is being conducted, please 
contact the UNSW Human Ethics Coordinator: 
Complaints Contact  

Position Human Research Ethics Coordinator 
Telephone + 61 2 9385 6222 
Email humanethics@unsw.edu.au  
HC Reference 
Number 

HC210331 
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Consent Form – Participant providing own consent  
 
Declaration by the participant 
 
By checking the I agree/start questionnaire option below: 
 
 

• I understand I am being asked to provide consent to participate in this research study;  
• I have read the Participant Information Statement or someone has read it to me in a language 

that I understand;  
• I understand the purposes, study tasks and risks of the research described in the study.  
• I provide my consent for the information collected about me to be used for the purpose of this 

research study only.  
• I have had an opportunity to ask questions and I am satisfied with the answers I have received;  
• I freely agree to participate in this research study as described and understand that I am free to 

withdraw at any time during the study and withdrawal will not affect my relationship with any of 
the named organisations and/or research team members;  

• I understand that I can view and download a copy of the Participant Information Sheet and 
Consent Form by visiting: https://tracydurksen.com/participant-page/  

 
YES, I consent to my data from this activity being used for the purposes of this research study  
 
YES, You also have my permission to confidentially request access to a copy of my professional 
experience report. This will help validate the activity used in this study.  
 
NO, I do not consent to my data from this activity being used for the purposes of this study and 
understand that this decision will be kept confidential and will not affect my relationship with my 
instructors, professional experience coordinators, the researchers, UNSW, UOW, the University of York, 
or the NSW Department of Education.  
 
Name (first, last) ________________________________________________________________  
Date________________________________________________________________  
You have a right to receive feedback about the overall results of this study. You can tell us that you wish to 
receive feedback by supplying your email address here: ____________________________________ 
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Form for Withdrawal of Participation 
 
 
I wish to WITHDRAW my consent to participate in the research proposal described above and 
understand that such withdrawal WILL NOT affect my relationship with my instructors, professional 
experience coordinators, the researchers, UNSW, UOW, the University of York, or the NSW Department 
of Education.  
 
  
 
Participant Name 

Name of Participant 
 (please type) 

 

Date  
 
 

 
 
 


