
Information on SBL activities for UOW Master of Teaching – Primary – Final Professional Experiences  
 

Congratulations on completing the first 18 months  of your Masters of Teaching (primary) 
I hope you are ready to jump into  the final semester and final professional experience! 

  
As you know, Spring session is going to be delivered online due to COVID-19, you also will be starting a bit later 
this will mean that you only have 1 week of course work in EDMT910 before starting your professional experience. 
Given these circumstances I am fortunate to be able to offer you the opportunity to be involved in some Scenario-
Based Learning (SBL) that, we believe will enhance your preparation and ‘classroom readiness’ for your final 
professional experience (EDMT910).  
 
What are the preparation tasks?  I will make available to you the opportunity to be  complete a 4-week online scenario-
based mini-course that delivers a series of realistic classroom scenarios (video and text) with instant feedback from expert 
teachers! We created this mini-course with our research partners at the University of York (UK) to support your preparation of 
pre-service teachers at UOW and other universities e.g., UNSW, Macquarie and in the UK. 
 

Why is this ‘mini-course’ a relevant to EDMT910 professional experience? Scenario-based learning uses online 
interactive, ‘near world’ classroom scenarios to promote reflection, problem-solving and critical thinking.1 We have already 
tested this activity with about 500 participants with results showing significant increases in preservice teachers’ classroom 
readiness.2 
 

When will this happen? We have designed this mini-course to take place just before you begin EDMT910 and your 
professional experience. We will provide you with secure online links each week for 4 weeks starting the week of July 20th . 
Even if you are on a part-time program, or having been working part-time in schools, or not planning to do your professional 
experience this year we believe it will still be a valuable experience for you.  
 

What will I need to do? You will complete one 45-minute scenario-based activity online each week for 4 weeks. You will be 
provided with a secure link at the beginning of each week (by Tuesday) for you to access at a time most convenient for you 
(within the week). In one sitting, you will (a) read or watch the scenarios, (b) rate the appropriateness of responses, (c) write a 
rationale for your decisions, and (d) view expert teachers’ ratings and rationale. Tailored feedback from experienced teachers 
will be provided after each scenario. During this activity you will also be presented with questions designed to encourage you to 
reflect on your own beliefs as a prospective teacher. As a consolidation and debriefing exercise, you will be offered an optional 
online guided group discussion facilitated online by one of our staff in the School of Education at the end of each week. 
 

How do I access the mini-course and who sees my responses? Access details will be provided before the 20th of July via a 
SOLS or a Moodle message via an announcement through your Master of Teaching Primary EDMT910 Moodle page.  I have set 
up a block on this site for this study. To access the online SBL activities you will be asked to enter your name, email address, and 
student ID when logging in to register (via secure link outside of Moodle). This is required so that your weekly responses can be 
tied together and compiled into a personalised report for your use. Your EDMT 910 tutor ( Dr Lynn Sheridan) will only be 
provided with a list of names indicating who completed the mini-course. Your Tutor or program directors will not have access to 
your identifiable responses. 
 

What are the potential benefits of this mini-course? In addition to having the opportunity to reflect and develop your 
problem-solving and critical thinking skills, you will be provided with tailored feedback during the activity. You will also receive a 
personalised report generated from your responses and a certificate of completion at the end of the 4 weeks! 
 

Is this mini-course part of a research study? At the end of the mini-course, you will be asked whether you wish to provide 
or withdraw consent for your responses to be used confidentially in a research study. Your tutor or program director will not be 
made aware of your decision to consent (or not). Information about the research study will also be provided on your Master of 
Teaching Primary Program Moodle page (look for the section “EDMT910 SBL Study”)  
 

Who can I talk to if I have any questions or concerns? You can talk to Dr Lynn Sheridan (UOW) , or if you wish to contact 
someone who is not involved in your degree program, you can contact our research team members: Dr Tracy Durksen (UNSW)  
tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au or Dr Keiko Bostwick keiko.bostwick@unsw.edu.au 
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