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1. What is the research study about? 
You are invited to take part in a research project entitled: Model of Teacher Success: An Evaluation 
Project. For this study, we are asking you to complete one questionnaire online. This questionnaire is 
designed as a professional learning activity aimed at helping you think about classroom situations through 
scenario-based items. The other items in the questionnaire are aimed at helping you reflect on your own 
teaching beliefs and practices. Your responses will contribute to the research and evaluation being 
conducted on the department’s scholarship selection process. You are invited to participate in the first 
phase of this project because you are currently a teacher education scholarship recipient.  
 
2. Who is conducting this research? 
The study is being carried out by the following researcher: Dr. Tracy Durksen of the School of Education, 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at UNSW Sydney. Research Funder: This research is being funded 
through a partnership between UNSW Sydney and the NSW Department of Education. 

 
3. Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
Before you decide to participate in this research study, we need to ensure that it is ok for you to take part. 
The research study is looking recruit people who meet the following criteria: 

• Currently a teacher education scholarship recipient 
 

4. Do I have to take part in this research study? 
Participation in this research study is voluntary. If you do not want to take part, you do not have to. If you 
decide to take part and later change your mind, you are free to withdraw from the study at any stage. 
If you decide you want to take part in the research study, you will be asked to: 

• Read the information carefully (ask questions if necessary); 
• Complete the online consent form if you decide to participate in the study; 
• Download a copy of this form from https://tracydurksen.com/participant-information/ in case you 

have any questions or concerns 
  

5. What does participation in this research require, and are there any risks involved? 
 
Completion of an Online Questionnaire 
If you decide to take part in the research study, we will ask you to complete an online questionnaire. The 
questionnaire is designed to provide you with the opportunity to consider situations and statements about 
the non-academic personal characteristics (i.e., motivations and attributes) you think are essential as a 
quality teacher in NSW.  This survey should take 40-60 minutes to complete.  
 
The questionnaire is not expected to cause any harm or discomfort, however if you experience feelings of 
distress as a result, please contact the lead researcher, Dr. Tracy Durksen: tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au 
(or by phone 9385 8507) or our research assistant, Keiko Bostwick: keiko.bostwick@unsw.edu.au. If you 
would like to speak to someone at the department about this questionnaire, please contact Erin Wilson 
Leary: Erin.WilsonLeary@det.nsw.edu.au or by phone 7814 1911. 

6. What are the possible benefits to participation? 
We hope your participation will be personally and professionally beneficial. While we cannot and do not 
guarantee or promise that you will receive any benefits from this study, we believe the questionnaire and 
focus group will provide you with the opportunity to reflect on your own characteristics as a prospective 
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teacher. In addition, the content of this project may be directly applicable to helping the NSW Department 
of Education enhance their scholarship application process.  Indirectly, you will also be contributing 
valuable information that may be used to inform professional learning experiences targeting non-
academic growth within and beyond teacher education programs. In addition, you will be contributing to 
our research aimed at understanding of the interpersonal skills, motivation, and engagement that can 
promote and enhance both teacher and student learning.  
 
7. What will happen to information about me? 
You will be asked to enter your name to consent prior to beginning the questionnaire. Your identifiable 
responses to the questionnaire items will not be shared with the department. Your name and any 
identifiable information will be removed from your questionnaire results by our research assistant and 
replaced with a number. The list matching your name to a number will be stored in a separate password-
protected document in the Chief Investigator’s office (Room 131 John Goodsell, UNSW, Sydney). By 
clicking ‘Yes’ following a ‘declaration by the participant’ statement at the start of the questionnaire (see 
the end of this letter for a copy), you are providing your permission for the research team to collect and 
use information about you for the purposes of this research.  
 
This project will use an online platform to create, collect and analyse data collected in a survey format. 
The site we are using is Qualtrics (license held at UNSW Sydney). Once we have completed our data 
collection and analysis, we will import the data we collect to a password-protected server at UNSW. Any 
identifiable information that you provide will be removed and the data on the Qualtrics server will then be 
deleted. Your questionnaire data will be kept on a password-protected server at UNSW for a period of 7 
years after the project’s completion.  
 
In addition, researchers at UNSW are required to store their any aggregated data in the UNSW data 
repository, this is a system called ResData. Once the aggregated data is deposited into this repository it 
will be retained in this system permanently. It will, however, be retained in a format where your identity will 
not be known. The information you provide is personal information for the purposes of the Privacy and 
Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW). You have the right of access to personal information 
held about you by the University, the right to request correction and amendment of it, and the right to 
make a compliant about a breach of the Information Protection Principles as contained in the PPIP Act.  
Further information on how the University protects personal information is available in the UNSW Privacy 
Management Plan. 
 
8. How and when will I find out what the results of the research study are? 
You have a right to receive feedback about the overall results of this study. You can tell us that you wish 
to receive feedback by supplying your email address, when prompted at the start of the questionnaire. 
This feedback will be in the form of a two-page data summary that will be posted on 
http://tracydurksen.com/pl-time-project/. You will receive notification that the data summary is available 
after the study is finished. In the meantime, you can visit the website for updates or preliminary results. It 
is anticipated that the results of this research study will be published and/or presented in a variety of 
forums. In any publication and/or presentation, information will be published in a way such that you will 
not be individually identifiable. You have the right to request access to the information about you that is 
collected and stored by the research team. You also have the right to request that any information with 
which you disagree be corrected. You can do this by contacting the Chief Investigator, Dr. Tracy Durksen 
(tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au) or our research assistant, Keiko Bostwick (keiko.bostwick@unsw.edu.au). 
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9. What if I want to withdraw from the research study? 
If you do consent to participate, you may withdraw at any time. You can do so by completing the 
‘Withdrawal of Consent Form’ which is provided at the end of this document. Alternatively you can ring the 
lead researcher (9385 8507) to indicate that you no longer wish to participate. Your decision not to 
participate or to withdraw from the study will not affect your relationship with UNSW Sydney, your 
university or the NSW Department of Education. If you decide to leave the research study, please let us 
know at the time when you withdraw what you would like us to do with the information we have collected 
about you up to that point. If you wish, your information will be removed from our study records and will 
not be included in the study results, up to the point that we have analysed and published the results.  
 
10. What should I do if I have further questions about my involvement in the research study? 
The person you may need to contact will depend on the nature of your query. If you require further 
information regarding this study or if you have any problems which may be related to your involvement in 
the study, you can contact: 
 

Name Dr. Tracy Durksen 
Position Lecturer, School of Education (UNSW Sydney) 
Telephone 2 9385 8507  
Email tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au  

 
Support Services Contact Details 
If at any stage during the study you become distressed or require additional support from someone not 
involved in the research please call: 
 

Name/Organisation Erin Wilson Leary – Department of Education 
Position HR Advisor 
Telephone 02 7814 1911 
Email Erin.WilsonLeary@det.nsw.edu.au 

 
What if I have a complaint or any concerns about the research study? 
If you have a complaint regarding any aspect of the study or the way it is being conducted, please contact 
the UNSW Human Ethics Coordinator: 
 

Position UNSW Human Research Ethics Coordinator 
Telephone + 61 2 9385 6222 
Email humanethics@unsw.edu.au  
HC Reference 
Number 

HC17840 
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Consent for online questionnaire 
 
Declaration by the participant 
 

• I understand I am being asked to provide consent to participate in this research study; 
• I have read the Participant Information Statement or someone has read it to me in a language that 

I understand;  
• I understand the purposes, study tasks and risks of the research described in the study. 
• I provide my consent for the information collected about me to be used for the purpose of this 

research study only. 
• I have had an opportunity to ask questions and I am satisfied with the answers I have received; 
• I freely agree to participate in this research study as described and understand that I am free to 

withdraw at any time during the study and withdrawal will not affect my relationship with the NSW 
Department of Education, my university and/or research team members; 

• I understand that I can view and download a copy of the Participant Information Sheet and Consent 
Form by visiting https://tracydurksen.com/participant-information/ 

 
YES, I consent to my data from this survey being confidentially used for the purposes of this 
research study 
 

Name   
Date  

 
 

 [Begin Questionnaire] 
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Form for Withdrawal of Participation 
 
 
I wish to WITHDRAW my consent to participate in this research study described above and understand 
that such withdrawal WILL NOT affect my relationship with The University of New South Wales, my 
university, or the NSW Department of Education. In withdrawing my consent, I would like any information 
which I have provided for the purpose of this research study withdrawn.  
 
Participant Signature 

Name of Participant (please print)  
Signature of Research Participant   

 
Date  

 
The section for Withdrawal of Participation should be forwarded to: 

CI Name: Dr. Tracy Durksen 
Email: tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au  

Phone: 2 9385 8507 
Postal Address: Level 1 John Goodsell Building, UNSW Sydney, 

Sydney, NSW 2052 
 


