
 
One activity during your professional experience orientation 

day involves completing a 30-minute online survey. 
 

At the end of the survey, you will have the voluntary option 
of providing consent for your responses to be confidentially 

included in the following research study. 
 

 

 
“What should you do if…” 

 
A Longitudinal Study of Professional Learning and Teachers' Interpersonal skills, Motivation, 

and Engagement during Teacher Education Programs. 
 

Dr. Tracy Durksen, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
	

1. What is the research study about? 
The overarching research question for the proposed study is: To what extent are non-academic skills 
and characteristics of prospective teachers being fostered and developed through teacher education? 
The purpose of this research study is to help identify and assess the non-academic attributes (e.g., 
psychological characteristics including motivation, personality, and interpersonal skills) of pre-service 
teachers, with the goal of enhancing teachers’ professional learning – beginning with teacher 
education. We hope to use information we get from this research study to benefit those who are 
engaged in teacher education programs as well as those involved in designing programs that help 
develop and support prospective and new teachers. 

2. Who is conducting this research? 

 
This study is being funded by Tracy Durksen’s Vice-Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Research Fellowship. 
 

3. Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
We are inviting you to participate since you are a teacher education student attending the School of 
Education professional experience orientation day. 

 
4. Do I have to take part in this research study? 

Although completing the 30-minute online survey today is part of your professional experience 
orientation day, you will have the option at the end of the survey to voluntarily provide consent for 
your survey responses to be confidentially included in this research study. 

5. What does participation in this research require; are there any risks involved? 
We don’t expect this 30-minute survey to cause any harm or discomfort, however if you experience 
feelings of distress as a result you can let Tracy Durksen know and she will provide you with 
assistance. 

 
6. What are the possible benefits to participation? 

If you decide to provide consent, you will be prompted to enter your name and email address for a 
chance to win 1 of 5 gift vouchers (valued at $50 each). Although we cannot and do not guarantee 
or promise that you will receive any benefits from this study, the survey will provide you with the 
opportunity to reflect on best practices and beliefs as a prospective teacher. In addition, there will be 
two more opportunities during your program to complete similar surveys that may help promote 
reflection on your professional growth. Indirectly, you will also be contributing valuable information 
that may be used to inform professional learning experiences targeting non-academic growth within 
and beyond teacher education programs. 

The research study is being carried out by the following researchers: 
Chief Investigator Dr. Tracy Durksen School of Education, UNSW 
Co-investigators Professor Andrew Martin School of Education, UNSW 

Dr. Lynn Sheridan School of Education, UoW 
Dr. Sharon Tindall-Ford School of Education, UoW 
Professor Robert Klassen Dept. of Education, UofYork 
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7. What will happen to information about me? 

If you choose not to provide consent, we will delete your survey responses. If you do decide to 
consent by clicking the ‘next’ button following a ‘declaration by the participant’ consent statement at 
the end of your survey, you are providing your permission for the research team to use your survey 
responses for the research study. Your decision to consent (or not consent) will be kept confidential 
from your program directors, instructors, and tutors. Only the Chief Investigator, Tracy Durksen, will 
have access to your identifiable survey information. The survey is initially anonymous, but should you 
decide to provide your contact information at the end, we will remove and store those details in a 
separate password protected document in the Chief Investigator’s office (Room 131 John Goodsell, 
UNSW, Sydney). Your de-identified information will only be used for the purposes of this research 
study. 
 
Online data: This study is using an external site to create, collect, and analyse the survey data. The 
site we are using is Survey Monkey. Once we have completed our data collection and analysis, we 
will import the data to the password-protected UNSW server. Any identifiable information that you 
provide (e.g., name, email address) will be removed and the data on the Survey Monkey server will 
then be deleted. Researchers at UNSW are required to store their any aggregated data in the UNSW 
data repository, this is a system called ResData. Once the aggregated data is deposited into this 
repository it will be retained in this system permanently for a period of 7 years after the study’s 
completion. It will however be retained in a format where your identity will not be known. 
 

8. How and when will I find out what the results of the research study are? 
You have a right to receive feedback about the overall results of this study. This feedback will be in 
the form of a two-page de-identified data summary that will be posted on the project webpage after 
the study is finished: http://tracydurksen.com/pl-time-project/. If you wish to receive notification when 
the data summary is available, please contact Tracy Durksen at tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au. In the 
meantime, you can visit the webpage for updates or preliminary results. It is anticipated that the 
results of this research study will be published and/or presented in a variety of forums. In any 
publication and/or presentation, information will be published in a way such that you will not be 
individually identifiable. 
 

9. What if I want to withdraw from the research study? 
If you do consent to the use of your responses, you may withdraw at any time up until the point that 
the data has been analysed. If you do withdraw after providing your name for consent, you will be 
asked to complete, sign, and email the ‘Withdrawal of Consent Form’ (PDF available at 
http://tracydurksen.com/pl-time-project/). Alternatively, you can ring the research team and tell them 
you no longer want to participate.  
 

10. What if I have further questions about my involvement in the research study? 
The person you may need to contact will depend on the nature of your query. If you require further 
information regarding this study or if you have any problems which may be related to your 
involvement in the study, you can contact the Chief Investigator: 
 
Research Team Contact 

Name Dr. Tracy Durksen 
Position Vice-Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Telephone +61 2 9385 8507 
Email tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au 

 
What if I have a complaint or any concerns about the research study? 
If you have a complaint regarding any aspect of the study or the way it is being conducted, please 
contact the UNSW Human Ethics Coordinator and quote the reference number: HC16033 
 
Complaints Contact  

Position Human Research Ethics Coordinator 
Telephone + 61 2 9385 6222 
Email humanethics@unsw.edu.au  
HC Reference Number 16033 

 
Thank you for considering this research request! 


