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The study is being carried out by the following researchers: 
Role Name Organisation 
Chief Investigator Dr. Tracy Durksen UNSW 
Co-Investigator/s Professor Andrew Martin UNSW 
Research Funder This research project is being funded by the School of Education – 2016 

Early Career Research Grant and associated with a Vice Chancellor’s 
Postdoctoral Fellowship. 

 
Why have I been invited to participate? 
You have been invited because you are a teacher educator in New South Wales. To participate in this 
project, you must be employed as a teacher educator in an accredited teacher education program at 
a New South Wales institution. 
 
What is the research study about? 
The research study is aiming to develop scenario-based questionnaire items that can potentially be 
used to assess and promote teacher education students’ adaptability, resilience (capacity to deal with 
major adversity), and buoyancy (capacity to deal with ‘everyday’ adversity). Your participation will 
involve independently reviewing and providing feedback on the new items that we drafted recently 
using content from our interviews with other NSW teacher educators. Your contributions will help us 
1) ensure clarity and relevance of the items and 2) inform the development of a scenario-based 
professional learning tool. 
 
Do I have to take part in this research study? 
Participation in this research study is voluntary. If you don’t wish to take part, you don’t have to. Your 
decision will not affect your relationship with The University of New South Wales or your place of 
employment. If you decide to take part in the research study, please keep a copy of this Participant 
Information Statement that refers to participation details and contains contact information should you 
have any questions or concerns. 

What does participation in this research require, and are there any risks involved? 
If you decide to participate in this research study, you will be invited to complete an online 
questionnaire that may take approximately 45 minutes of your time. Aside from giving up your time, 
we do not expect that there will be any risks or costs associated with taking part in this study. You will 
be asked to indicate the best responses you would expect from students at the beginning of their 
teacher education program. You will also be invited to contribute comments or suggestions that could 
help us ensure the items and responses are clear and relevant. 
 
What are the possible benefits to participation? 
While you will not be paid to participate in this project, we hope your participation will be personally 
and professionally beneficial. Although we cannot and do not guarantee or promise that you will 
receive any benefits from this study, we believe this activity will provide you with the opportunity to 
reflect on prospective teacher development within the context of teacher education. In addition, the 
content of this project may be directly applicable to course content that you teach as a teacher 
educator. Indirectly, you will also be contributing valuable information that may be used to create a 
professional learning tool with scenarios focused on non-academic areas of teacher development. In 
addition, you will be contributing specifically to our scholarly understanding of teacher resilience, 
buoyancy, and adaptability as it relates to teacher and student learning.	
 
What will happen to information about me? 
By clicking on the ‘Next’ button after entering your name and date of consent at the start of the online 
questionnaire, you consent to the research team collecting and using your responses for the research 
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study. Your responses will be kept confidential and will only be used for the purposes described in 
this letter. We will keep your data for 7 years. It is anticipated that the results of this research study 
will be published and/or presented in a variety of forums. In any publication and/or presentation, 
information will be published in a way such that you will not be individually identifiable. Any 
information obtained in connection with this research study that can identify you will remain 
confidential. This project will use an external site to create, collect and analyse data collected in a 
questionnaire format. The site we are using is Survey Monkey. If you agree to complete this 
questionnaire, the responses you provide will be stored on a host server that is used by Survey 
Monkey. Once we have completed our data collection and analysis, we will import the data we collect 
to the UNSW server. The data on the Survey Monkey server will then be deleted. 
 
How and when will I find out what the results of the research study are? 
You have a right to receive feedback about the overall results of this study. Please indicate on the 
consent form if you are interested in receiving notification of when the study results are available.  
You will then receive notification when the overall study summary is available and posted on 
http://tracydurksen.com/pl-time-project/. In the meantime, you can visit the website for updates or 
preliminary results. You also have the right to request that any information with which you disagree be 
corrected. You can do this by contacting Tracy Durksen (tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au). 
 
What if I want to withdraw from the research study? 
If you decide you no longer want to participate and have not yet returned your questionnaire 
materials, we ask that you please destroy (i.e., shred) all complete and/or incomplete materials. If you 
do consent to participate, you may withdraw at any time. If you do withdraw after returning your 
materials, you will be asked to complete and sign the ‘Withdrawal of Consent Form’ (which is 
provided at the end of this document and available online at http://tracydurksen.com/pl-time-project/). 
Alternatively, you can ring the research team and tell them you no longer want to participate. If you 
wish, your information will be removed from our study records and will not be included in the study 
results, up to the point that we have analysed and published the results.  
 
What should I do if I have further questions about my involvement in the research study? 
The person you may need to contact will depend on the nature of your query. If you want any further 
information concerning this project or if you have any problems, which may be related to your 
involvement in the project, you can contact Dr. Tracy Durksen (Chief Investigator) by phone +61 2 
9385 8507 or email tracy.durksen@unsw.edu.au 
 
What if I have a complaint or any concerns about the research study? 
If you have any complaints about any aspect of the project, the way it is being conducted, then you 
may contact the UNSW Human Research Ethics Coordinator by phone + 61 2 9385 6222 or email 
humanethics@unsw.edu.au (HC Reference Number: HC16275).   
 
Thank you, 
 
Dr. Tracy Durksen and Professor Andrew Martin 

 


